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Chapter  Eight 

On  the  Increase  of  Allah’s  Mercy 
to  His  Servants  in  the  Reward  They 
Receive  for  Good  Deeds,  and  the 
Pardoning  of  Passing  Thoughts  and 

Sins 


aJ  4ul  LgJujo  |^J3  <l*~*>zj  tjr^  .<*1-0^  f+j  oL~Jlj  — il  <— x*5" 

(^\  vX->lx~«^-  J^JLp  &dZS*  aJ  AJl) I L^-^xS*  l ^ l<o.*3  (1)^  • aX^IS”  A^***>-  OwA^P 

oJUp  aJ  4)1 l^x?  1$U*j>  a^4u  '%s~^  I ^Jl  i-ajw?  ajL« 

,oJL>»1j  a^4»  aJ  4)1  lexis'  LgJU^  ^ y*  jU  .aJU5 


•T'  ?x*> 
•^<J^ 

43/1.  According  to  Ibn  cAbbas  £§^  the  Prophet  ^ narrated  from  his 
Lord.  He  said,  “Allah  $&  decreed  the  good  deeds  and  the  bad  deeds 
and  explained  them.  So  whoever  intends  to  do  a good  deed  but  does 
not  do  it,  Allah  shall  write  for  him  a single  complete  good  deed. 
If  he  intends  to  do  a good  deed  and  then  does  it,  Allah  shall  write 
for  him  ten  good  deeds,  up  to  seven  hundred  good  deeds,  or  even 
multiplied  beyond  that.  And  whoever  wants  to  do  a bad  deed  but  does 
not  do  it,  Allah  Jjg*  shall  write  for  him  a single  good  deed.  If  he  intends 
to  do  a bad  deed  and  then  does  it,  Allah  Jg*  shall  write  for  him  only 
one  bad  deed.” 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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45  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Riqaq  [Heart  Softeners],  Ch.: 
“Thinking  to  Do  Something  Good  or  Bad,”  5:2380  §6126;  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahth:  Bk.:  al-lman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “When  a Person  Plans  to  Do  a Righteous 
Deed  It  Is  Written  Down  But  When  He  Plans  to  Do  an  Evil  Deed  It  Is  Not 
Written  Down,”  1:118  §131;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 1:310  §2828; 
•Ibn  Manda  in  al-lman , 1:494  §380;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhtb  wa  al-tarhlb, 

i:27  §21. 
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44/2.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&,  Allah’s  Messenger  & said, 

“Allah  says  [to  the  angels],  ‘When  My  servant  wants  to  commit  an 
evil  deed,  do  not  write  it  until  he  performs  it.  If  he  then  does  it,  then 
only  write  a single  bad  deed,  and  if  he  does  not  commit  it  for  My  sake, 
then  write  for  him  a single  good  deed.  And  when  My  servant  wants  to 
perform  a good  deed  but  does  not  do  it,  write  down  for  him  a single 
good  deed.  And  if  he  performs  it,  then  write  down  for  him  ten  good 
deeds,  up  to  seven  hundred.’” 


Reported  by  al-Bukhari  and  Ibn  Hibban. 
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45/3.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  & said, 


44  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Tawhid  [Divine  Unity],  Ch.: 
“The  Words  of  Allah,  Most  High:  ( They  want  to  replace  the  speech  of  Allah), 
6:2724  §7062;  «Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih , 2:105  §382.;  •al-Bayhaqi  in  Shucab 
al-itnan , 1:300  §336;  •al-Tabaram  in  Musnad  al-Shdmiyyin , 1:87  §123;  ®al- 
Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws , 5:246  §8087;  •al-QazwInl  in  al-Tadwin , 
1:489;  •Aba  Nu'aym  in  Tdrikh  Asbahdn , 2:74  §1130;  «Ibn  Rajab  in  Jdmic  al - 
c«/«m  al-hikam , 1:349. 

45  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-Imdn  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “When  a 
Person  Plans  to  Do  a Righteous  Deed  It  Is  Written  Down  But  When  He  Plans 
to  Do  an  Evil  Deed  It  Is  Not  Written  Down,”  1:117  §12.8;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal 
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“Allah  says  [to  the  angels],  ‘When  My  servant  thinks  of  performing 
a bad  deed,  do  not  write  it  against  him,  and  if  he  commits  it,  write  it 
down  as  a single  bad  deed.  And  if  he  thinks  to  perform  a good  deed 
but  does  not  do  it,  write  down  for  him  a single  good  deed.  And  if  he 
does  it,  then  write  down  for  him  ten  good  deeds.”’ 

Reported  by  Muslim,  al-Nasa’I  and  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq. 
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46/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

“Allah  Most  High  says,  ‘When  My  servant  thinks  of  doing  a good 
deed  but  does  not  do  it,  I write  for  him  a single  good  deed.  And  if  he 
does  it,  I write  for  him  ten  to  seven  hundred  good  deeds.  And  if  he 
thinks  to  do  a bad  deed  but  does  not  do  it,  I do  not  write  it  against 
him.  And  if  he  does  it,  I write  for  him  a single  bad  deed.’” 

Reported  by  Muslim. 


Ijjj-  iii  Jii : Jii ^ d)'  Jj-ij & ljij* y)  °y 

* ^ 1 ^ 

l^S^l  Lili  iJJp  j»-J  li  J 1 uii  a^«>-  jb  iS^y 

IfUp  liU  ■ Lfria-nj  jJJ  U J Ifc^ApI  Uli  A~J*  olj  li]j  . 


in  al-Musttad,  z: 241  §7294;  ‘al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  6:344  §11181; 
•‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  11:287  §20557;  »Ibn  Manda  in  al-Iman, 
1:491  §375;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  11:171  §6282. 

46  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Iman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “When  a 
Person  Plans  to  Do  a Righteous  Deed  It  Is  Written  Down  But  When  He  Plans 
to  Do  an  Evil  Deed  It  Is  Not  Written  Down,”  1:117  §128;  *al-Hakim  in  al- 
Mustadrak,  4:275  §7624  (who  said:  “This  tradition  has  an  authentic  chain  of 
transmission”);  *Ibn  Manda  in  al-Itnan,  1:493  §378;  •al-Daylaml  in  Musnad 
al-firdaws,  3:173  §4463;  *Zayn  al-Dln  in  al-lttihafat  al-saniyya,  1:18  §21. 
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47/5.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  £§,,  Muhammad,  Allah  s Messenger 
& said, 

“Allah  gfr  says,  ‘When  My  servant  speaks  to  himself  about 
performing  a good  deed,  I write  a single  good  deed  for  him  so  long  as 
he  performs  it,  after  which  I write  for  him  ten  times  its  like  in  good 
deeds.  And  when  he  speaks  to  himself  about  performing  a bad  deed,  I 
forgive  it  for  him  so  long  as  he  does  not  do  it.  If  he  performs  the  bad 
deed,  I write  it  only  as  a single  bad  deed.’  The  angels  say,  ‘O  Lord,  this 
slave  of  Yours  desires  to  commit  a bad  deed.’  Allah  says  and  He  is 
most  aware  of  His  servant — ‘Keep  a watch  on  him;  if  he  does  it  then 
only  write  it  down  as  a single  bad  deed,  and  if  he  abandons  it,  write  it 
as  a good  deed  for  him,  for  he  abstains  from  it  only  out  of  My  fear.  So 
Allah’s  Messenger  said,  ‘When  one  of  you  perfects  his  Islam,  each 
deed  he  performs  is  rewarded  ten  to  seven  hundred  times  over,  and 
every  sin  he  commits  is  only  written  as  one  bad  deed  and  this  is  until 
he  meets  Allah’.” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  Ibn  Hibban. 


47  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-lman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  When  a 
Person  Plans  to  Do  a Righteous  Deed  It  Is  Written  Down  But  When  He  Plans  to 
Do  an  Evil  Deed  It  Is  Not  Written  Down,”  1:1x7  §12.9;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad,  1:315  §8151;  •Hammam  b.  Munabbih  al-SancanI  in  al-Sahtfa , 1:41 
§53;  »Abu  Awana  in  al-Musnad,  1:81  §240;  *Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih , 2:103 
§379;  •al-Bayhaqi  in  Shuab  al-Jman,  5:389  §7045;  *Abu  Nu'aym  in  Musnad 
al-mustakhraj,  1:198  §3355  *Ibn  Hazm  in  al-Muhalla,  1:18. 
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48/6.  According  to  Abu  Dharr  Allah’s  Messenger  0 said, 

“Allah  jg*  says,  ‘Whoever  comes  with  a good  deed  will  receive  ten 
times  its  like,  and  I will  increase  him  with  more.  And  whoever  comes 
with  a sin,  then  his  recompense  is  for  that  one  sin  only,  or  I forgive 
him.  Whoever  draws  near  to  Me  by  a hand  span,  I draw  near  to  him 
by  an  arm’s  length;  whoever  draws  near  to  Me  by  an  arm’s  length,  I 
draw  near  to  him  by  a bow’s  length;  whoever  comes  to  Me  walking, 
I come  to  him  running;  and  whoever  meets  Me  with  sins  that  fill  the 
earth,  but  meets  Me  without  having  associated  any  partners  with  Me, 
I will  meet  him  with  a similar  amount  of  forgiveness.’” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad,  Ibn  Majah  and  al-Bazzar. 


48  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Dhikr  wa  al-duca  wa  al-tawba  wa 
al-istighfar  [Remembrance,  Invocation,  Repentance,  and  Seeking  Forgiveness], 
Ch.:  “The  Virtue  of  Remembrance,  Invocation  and  Seeking  Nearness  to  Allah, 
Most  High,”  4:2068  §2687;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:153  §21398; 
•Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Adab  [Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Virtue  of 
Deeds,”  2:1255  §3821;  *al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 9:399  §3991;  #Abu  Nuaym 
in  Hilyat  al-awliya\  5:56;  •Ibn  al-Mubarak  in  al-Zuhd , 1:366  §1035;  •al- 
Nawawl  in  Riyad  al-sdlihin , 1:124  §124. 


